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The Almighty has 
done great things 
for me and Holy 
is His name.  –

Luke 1:49 
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  July 26th 2014! It was the day on which the 75th Convent of our Religious Order 
was blessed to be in the Diocese of Columbus, at St. Peter’s Church, in Chillicothe, Ohio. The first 
members were Sr. Amelia Mary, Sr. Leonard Mary, and Sr. Shani Mary. As we celebrate the 4th 
anniversary of our Convent, I am recollecting the good memories of the past four years with deep 
sentiments of gratitude and love. It looks like yesterday!  

There are hundreds of reasons to thank God who has called us here, as well as our holy 
priests and the wonderful parish family of St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s (Waverly) Churches. Each 
day of these four years has been filled with the abundant blessings of God! Our hearts are over-
flowing with gratitude. We thank our holy and joyful priests, Rev. Fr. Hahn, Fr. Stash Dailey, Fr. 
Hartge, and Fr. Dooley who were our role models and inspiration.  The love and concern of the 
parish family is highly appreciated with warm hearts. I am not sure, whether we could reach up to 
your expectations in our Pastoral works. 

Each day is special for us. Our day begins with Eucharistic Adoration. That is our 
strength in this foreign country. We have tried faithfully to do all the assignments scheduled for us 
by Rev. Fr. Hahn, by God’s grace.  

Our pastoral work includes: visiting the Catholic patients in VA Hospital, Adena Hospital 
and Cancer center. We also go to RCI (prison) in Chillicothe for Bible class and Holy Mass.  

We visit the Nursing Homes of Bristol Village, Pleasant Hill Manor, Heartland, Signa-
ture, Liberty Village, Hopeton Village, Westmoreland, and Traditions. We pray with the Catholic 
residents and give them Holy Communion. Another special mission is visiting the 4 houses in 
Good Shepherd Manor. The residents are very special, mentally and physically challenged. The 
visits to these institutions present a time for prayer and reflection about ourselves. How we are 
blessed by God! We experience a great difference in them day by day. We feel that they are wait-
ing for us. Their joy makes us happy also. We thank God for using us as humble instruments to do 
this service. The company of our priests make our visits more blissful for the residents. We thank 
our priests for their goodwill to find time to be with those poor ones. We also help in St. Peter’s 
and St. Mary’s (Waverly) Food Pantries.  

Our Parish is blessed by the Infant of Prague Adoration Chapel, which was begun on the 
16th of November, 2016. Three days – from Tuesday to Thursday, we have Perpetual Adoration. 
Thanks to all our parishioners who are covering the hours day and night. 

A secular Franciscan Fraternity was formed in our parish on the 28th of January 2016. 
Until now, the group is in the process of Formation with the help of the Formator Sr. Maggie 
Wright, who comes from Newark. As a Franciscan Sister, I too help them. Nine members will be 
making their Profession shortly. New members are welcome to join the fraternity.  

We thank our Parish Office Staff, especially Mrs. Jenny French and Mrs. Donna Weisen-
berger who are always there to help us with any need. May God bless them! We thank our parish-
ioners of St. Peter and St. Mary, Queen of the Missions who are supporting us financially, and 
spiritually. We  are also grateful to the Knights of Columbus.   

I cannot wind up this note without mentioning about my visit to India, my homeland with 
Fr. Sean Dooley. Even though it was very short, we were fortunate to see many important places in 
India. Our Superior General Mother Rexia Mary arranged beforehand, all our schedules. We went 
to New Delhi,  the Capital of India and the Taj Mahal in Agra on the bank of the River Yamuna.  It 

F I H SISTERS: Four Years in St. Peter Parish 
By Sr. Leonard Mary 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His mercy endures forever.” (ps.118: 1) 

Continued on  page 5. . . 
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A Tour of the FIH Generalate 
By: Fr. Sean Dooley 

  
 

 Many of us here in Ohio may wonder: where do our Sisters come from? What does their community 
look like in India? I was privilege to see the FIH Generalate (Motherhouse in American terms) during my visit 
with Sr. Leonard. The building was dedicated in 2011 by Bishop Stanley Roman of the Diocese of Quilon. Dur-

ing our visit, there were 45 FIH Sisters living and working in the building. Some of these Sis-
ters taught at nearby grade schools. 
 The grounds of the Generalate are quite stunning with beautiful trees, flowers, and 
crops. Once you enter the building, you are greeted by a statue of St. Francis of Assisi and oth-
er various artwork. The first floor contains: a parlor, the kitchen, refectory, community room, 
and the chapel. 
 I must say I felt spoiled here! Please enjoy some of these snapshots of the FIH Gen-
eralate!  
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“Remember that 
when you leave 
this earth, you 
can take with 
you nothing that 
have received--
only what you 
have given.”  
Francis of Assisi 

 

Fr. Dooley escorted Sr. Leonard back to 

India in the Fall of 2017.  Shown here before 

saying Mass at the tomb of St. Thomas 

While in India with Sr. Leonard, Fr. Dooley was able to visit 

Sr. Shani! 

The Sisters joined members of the Parish and the Knights of Columbus as songs 

were sang at the Ross County Fair as well as the public recitation of the Rosary at 

the Bandstand. 

 
The Sisters participated in the 
public procession and recita-
tion of the Rosary in honor of 

the final apparition at the 
100th Anniversary of Fatima. 
Prayer service was held at the 

Ross County Court House 
October 2017 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/149151.Francis_of_Assisi
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Just like little brothers . . .Fr. Dooley is 

always trying to embarrass Sr. Leonard! 

Srs Saima and Ruhitha attended the National 

Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis with the 

teens  in November 2017 

At the March for Life in DC, January 2018 

Site seeing at the March for Life in DC January 2018 

Winners again . . . Fr. Dooley along with the Sisters won 

the people’s choice award with their Shrimp and Fried 

Rice—January 2018 

Celebrating Sr. Leonard’s 45 Anniversary ! 
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 Servant of God Louis Savinien Dupuis (1806-
1874), the founder of the Franciscan Sisters of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. He was a member of the Foreign Missions 
of Paris (MEP). His cause for canonization is currently be-
ing pursued in Rome. In his mission work, he was a promot-
er for the education of girls in India. Let us ask for his inter-
cession and give thanks for his work and for the FIH Sisters 
here in Chillicothe and Waverly. 
 
Servant of God Louis Savinien Dupuis, pray for us! 
 
 

is one of the Wonders of the world.  In Goa, we visited the un-
corrupted body of St. Francis Xavier. In Chennai, we went to see 
the tomb of St. Thomas who is the Apostle of India. I thank our 
Rev. Mother for taking care of our Fr. Sean during his stay in 
India.  I am sure Fr. Sean enjoyed our visit to India. I was very 
happy to bring him back in good health by God’s help. 

As I completed 45 years of my religious life, I remem-
ber, when I was in India, I was always doing the Sacristy work 
beside the work in the school.  When I came here, I also do the 
same.  I love to be always around the church. I always have spe-
cial intentions for my works. I do remember all of you in my 
prayers. Once again, I thank all our benefactors and parish fami-
ly members, for your generous support and love which make our 
lives possible here. Sr. Zephrina Mary, Sr. Saima Mary and Sr. 
Ruhitha Mary also thank you all.  May God Bless You! 

. . . . Continued from page 1 

 Our FIH Sisters bring a special grace and presence 

to the St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry.  They 

brighten the rooms - probably with radiance from their un-

seen halos. And they lighten the burdens of many who find 

hope and comfort in warm greetings and conversations with 

the Sisters. Often, our clients will ask for prayers for their 

special needs. If they wish, they can meet in privacy with  a 

Sister who will listen and pray with them. 

 Always ready and willing to join our Vincentian volunteers, the Sisters arrive quietly and quickly to 

begin helping unpack, sort and count food donations before stocking the shelves. They assist with client sign-

ins and applications for help. And they are wonderful with babies and children who love their attention and the 

lollipops they generously share. 

 Sr.Zephrina, Sr. Leonard, Sr. Saima and Sr. Ruhitha, while we can’t really see the glow of your halos, 

we do bask in the love and warmth of your smiles.  We thank you and keep you in our prayers. 

 

Their work with the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society 

By Mary Elsass 

Sisters  have a welcome luncheon for Fr. 

Thomas Herge. 
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Are you a Sister Guardian? 

Thank you to those who are past and current Sister Guardians.  Sister Guardians help pro-
vide for the FIH Convent in Chillicothe, Ohio.  This allows them to minister to those in need 
and on the margins in Ross and Pike Counties, visit the sick and homebound, minister to the 
imprisoned, and other works of Mercy.  Your support is greatly appreciated and needed.   
 
If you are not currently a Sister Guardian, there is always room for more!  Sister Guardians  
can make a three year commitment of $5,000, $3,000,$1,000 or another amount per year.  
Sister Guardians can also make one time donations. 
 
If you would like to become a Sister Guardian, contact Fr. Hahn or Donna at the parish office, 
740-774-1407.   


